LIFE OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

in which Stevenson lived, his house, and the surround-
ing country, his mode of life, his friends and visitors,
his work, and his amusements. It will then be neces-
sary to mention very briefly his political relations be-
fore passing on to the record of his writings during
this period.

The island of Upolu, on which he lived, was the
central and most important of the three principal
islands composing the group to which the collective
name of Samoa is applied. It is some five-and-forty
miles in length and about eleven in average breadth.
The interior is densely wooded, and a central range of
hills runs from east to west. Apia, the chief town, is
situated about the centre of the north coast, and it was
on the hills about three miles inland that Stevenson
made his home.

The house and clearing lay on the western edge of a
tongue of land several hundred yards in width, situated
between two streams, from the westernmost of which
the steep side of Vaea Mountain, covered with forest,
rises to a height of thirteen hundred feet above the sea.
On the east, beyond Stevenson's boundary, the ground
fell away rapidly into the deep valley of the Vaisigano,
the principal river of the island. On the other hand,
the western stream, formed by the junction of several
smaller watercourses above, ran within Stevenson's
own ground, and, not far below the house, plunged
over a barrier of rock with a fall of about twelve feet
* into a delightful pool, just deep enough for bathing and
arched over with orange-trees. A few hundred yards
lower down it crossed his line with an abrupt descent
of forty or fifty feet. It was from this stream and its
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